ONE BODY NOT TWO

One sunny bright day a church member and I canvassed a local neighborhood for the purpose of 
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and extending invitations to attend our congregation. On a few
occasions it was quite obvious that a few people would close the curtains to their windows and
lock the doors before we reached their homes. Initially we believed the reaction by the less than
hospital host was due to their opposition to the sharing of the good news. 

However through persistence we finally did get to meet one of the people that had initially
ignored us. She told us we were not welcomed to her home before because she believed we
were Jehovah's Witnesses. To her the giveaway was the bibles we carried. Since so few
churches on a continuous basis visited this low-income area the natural assumption was those
that did come with bibles in their hands were Jehovah's Witnesses since they came on a more
frequent basis and with bible in hand.

Just as in the case above perception was reality, the same appears to be true when it comes to the
body of Christ coming together. First, because of the sordid past of those that called themselves
the church, such as the persecutions of those with differing beliefs, inquisitions and pogroms.
and the negative results; many believe a divided church is preferable to one whole church. 
What does the bible say about one universal church. Is it evil or is it good., Lets examine the
history of the church.

Beginning of the church. 


13 ¶ When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying,
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some [say that thou art] John
the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them,
But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed [it] unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church ; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Matthew 16 (AV) 

In the above scripture we see the first mention of the term church in the New Testament. The
term church is used only in the New Testament. The Greek word used for church in the New
Testament is ekklesia {ek-klay-see'-ah}. Ekklesia means a gathering of citizens called out
from their homes into some public place, or an assembly. The word ekklesia as we shall see in
its origin differs in meaning from the word church. 

The Oxford English Dictonary states that the word church originated from the Greek word
kriakn which means of the Lord, or house of the Lord, as the name given to the Christian place
of worship. However, the term church only became popular in usage from the third century
forward. From this we can derive that the classical meaning of the Greek term church actually
does mean the building and not the body of believers.. There are those that think because to the
spelling (and I emphasize spelling) of the word that it has something to do with doctrines of the
body of believers in Christ Jesus. Many say that since you do not see the word church in the Old
Testament it means that it did not exist before the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh.

We must understand the original meaning to clear the confusion as to the true church. Before
the third century the body of believers were called an assembly or congregation by the Jewish
believers. We must remember that Jesus, the disciples and most of the writers of the New
Testament were Jewish. Therefore they would have used terms that a Jewish person would
understand. They were not trying to establish a political system or club as the world perceives
such things, but they were trying to establish the kingdom of God. 

To the Romans, of whom the first century Christians was under their ruler, in the first
century to hear the word ekklesia it would have meant a political assembly of the people of a
city. This is why Jesus was called an insurrectionist. It was believed that the assembly was a
threat to the political system as it was. This was not a newly coined word. The closest the
Greek writers could come to representing this assembling was to relate it to the political
assembly of the people of a city. This political assembly was contrasted with the smaller group
of elected officials who comprised the council ( boule ) . Pliny..... in a letter to Trajan written a
few weeks after an affair with Christians. Pliny refers to the vote of the local boule and
ecclesia. 1 This gives understanding to the following verse and the perceived threat of Jesus to
the Roman Empire. He was considered by some to be a political leader trying to overthrow the
king. 

Joh 19:12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If
thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh
against Caesar . 

However, the Jews had a different word for assembling before God than the Greek word
ekklesia . To the Jews the time for gathering before God in the Hebrew is `atsarah 
{ats-aw-raw'}. We see this word used in the following verse.

Joe 1:14 ¶ Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembl y, gather the elders [and] all the inhabitants
of the land [into] the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD 

and also,

Joe 2:15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly : 16 Gather the
people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck
the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let
them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen
should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God? 

Notice the key words in the above verses. Gather the people, sanctify the congregation,
assemble the elders, gather the children into the house of the LORD your God. If this is not
what we call a church service what is.

However there are those who still want to believe that the church was not in the Old Testament. 
They want to believe it all started in the New Testament in Matthew 16. Contrary to what many
believe the church was in the Old Testament as shown by the following verse.

Ac 7:38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him
in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to gi8ve unto us

Acts 7:38 is referring to the revelations and commandments God gave to Moses and the children
of Israel from Mount Sinai as they were wondering in the desert. This group that gathers before
God the writer of Acts refers to the church in the wilderness. The nomenclature for this
gathering is taken from the following passage of scripture. 

Ex 19:3 And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain,
saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;
4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought
you unto myself. 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: ... 17 And
Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether
part of the mount. 18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD
descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the
whole mount quaked greatly. 

Not only was the church, the term used to refer to the body of believers, in the Old Testament
but they also had the gospel preached to them too. 

Ga 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed 

Heb 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 
. 
Israel was the church in the wilderness and also had the gospel preached to them. Why then do
some that call themselves Christians castigate them and reject their holy days and feasts. Why
do they reject their customs as though they may be pagan. Without a doubt every person has to
acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior to gain eternal life with the Heavenly Father. Does
Israel's denial of Jesus as the Messiah make void the law which God gave to Moses

One Christmas morning I attempted to assemble a bicycle for my daughter. I thought that
putting a simple bicycle together would be an easy task. Besides, how many of us as young boys
did not at one time or another have to replace or repair a tire on a bike. Well assembling a bike
I thought was pretty much the same. I totally ignored the instructions. Even with my wife
pleading with me to get some help I ignored her as well. 

Well I guess you know the end of the story. My daughter had a bike that leaned to one side. 
The handles never would tighten and the screw for the pedal was stripped. Because I refused to
read the instruction, did not make the instructions or the bicycle bad. Well this is the way we
have treated the customs and the laws given to the nation of Israel. Because Israel was flawed in
the way they reacted to Jesus the Messiah, we have rejected the good instructions that God has
given us. There is nothing wrong with the culture or the laws. Just like with the Gentiles who
had and have a sin nature, the people of Israel had to contend with the sin nature as well. 
However, we will never grasp the depth of our sin nature and what we can do to overcome the
division in the body of Christ until we are able to come to grips with the teachings of God given
in its Jewish background. 


For many believers the rejection of Israel also means the rejection of the law. How many times
have we the heard the phrase "we are under grace not law". The inference being we no longer
need to bother with the laws and commandments of the Old Testament because they were all
done away on the cross when Jesus died and resurrected on the third day. This phrase I believe
has given more believers a license to sin than anything else. 

A well know pastor published a book on grace. In it he stated a problem that had taken place in
one of his denominations' churches. A pastor had left his wife and took up with the secretary. 
The people in the church wanted this popular pastor to speak to the unrepentant pastor about his
lifestyle. The book goes on to say while on the plane out to visit the unrepentant pastor this
thought came to him. What can I possibly say to the brother. He is as knowledgeable on the
subject as I am. Besides he has not lost his salvation, he is only out fellowship with God. 

Can you believe this? Forget about the hurt the wife must feel, knowing that her husband is
sleeping with someone else. Forget about the shame the children of such a relationship, to
know that their father who is supposed to be a paradigm of righteousness has fallen to the low
level of disgrace. Forget about the church community which tries to present a message of
reconciliation to God to a world desperately in need of it, and what they have to show for it is a
man that does not want to be reconciled to his wife. These things matter, but not to the degree
that you two pastors that do not have the foggiest idea as to what sin is. These are the ones that
have been entrusted with the care of souls and they do not know that this type of sin is
egregious to God. And what do they have to justify their line of reasoning. Grace apart from
the law.

To understand division within the body of Christ we must understand what the law is. The
word law comes fropm the Greek word metronome. It has i s the Hebrew word 

Notice how the Apostle Paul addressed this same question of a flawed people handling perfect
instructions.  It is my contention that not only has this poor translation of
the assembling of the people of God caused confusion, it has also separated us. There are
many that believe that the nation of Israel has nothing to do with the church. This is what I
believe is the major cause of division in the church which will be discussed in a later chapter. 
There are many today who are opposed to Jews today because they misunderstand the scriptures. 
But if they realized that the Bible never taught the separation of the Jewish faith from the
Christian faith, there would be much more healing in the body of Christ. 

Romans 3:1 ¶ What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?
2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God 

God committed unto the Jews his oracles. The word oracles means the words or utterances of
God in the New Testament. These oracles are the Old Testament scriptures on which the New
Testament uses as a foundation for its fulfillment and doctrines. Without the Old Testament
scriptures there would be no New Testament. Jesus the Son of God demonstrated the
importance of the Old Testament scripture in the following.

Mt 5:17¶ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil. 

The law and prophets are euphemisms for the Old Testament scriptures. One thing we must
know is that the oracles were not meant just to be memorized but to be acted upon. As the
Psalmist wrote, thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against you. In other words
the Jewish culture, lifestyle and writings all testified to the existence of the one true God. But
many have rejected this testimony and thereby fallen into error. 

The term used is replacement theology. In replacement theology the promises that were given to
Israel now belong to the Church. The position is that the Church has taken the place of Israel. 
There are those that say as in the above passage of scripture is the beginning of the Church.


Assembly in Strong’s Concordance

06951 

from 06950; TWOT - 1991a; n m

AV - congregation 86, assembly 17, company 17, multitude 3; 123

1) assembly, company, congregation, convocation
1a) assembly
1a1) for evil counsel, war or invasion, religious purposes
1b) company (of returning exiles)
1c) congregation
1c1) as organised body
06116 or `atsereth {ats-eh'-reth} from 06113; TWOT - 1675c; n f AV - solemn
assembly 9, solemn meeting 1, assembly 1; 11 1) assembly, solemn assembly 1a)
assembly (sacred or festive meeting) 1b) assemblage, company, group 







